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Dear  Reader: 

Enclosed  for  your  review  is  the  final  environmental  iinpact  statement/ 
environmental  impact  report  (EIS/EIR)  and  proposed  amendment  to  the 
California  Desert  Plan  for  the  Western  Mojave  Land  Tenure  Adjustment 
Project.  The  final  EIS/EIR  has  been  prepared  in  an  abbreviated  format 
consistent  with  provisions  of  Section  1500  of  40  Code  of  Federal 
Regulations,  Council  of  Environmental  Quality's  regulations  for  implementing 
the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  of  1969,  and  the  State  of  California 
1986  Guidelines  for  the  California  Environmental  Quality  Act.  Text 
revisions  or  additions  made  in  response  to  public  suggestions  are  also 
presented.  Therefore,  this  document,  together  with  the  draft  EIS/EIR 
constitutes  the  final  EIS/EIR. 

My  thanks  to  those  of  you  who  commented  on  our  draft  EIS/EIR  and  who 
attended  our  public  meetings.  Your  comments  have  been  incorporated  into  our 
final  analysis  and  have  resulted  in  a  new  preferred  alternative  for  the 
project  proposal. 

A  30-day  period  is  provided  for  public  review  beginning  the  date  that  this 
EIS/EIR  is  filed  with  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  as  announced  in 
the  Federal  Register.  Comments  should  be  sent  to  the  LTA  Project  Manager, 
150  Coolwater  Lane,  Barstow,  CA  92311.  Shortly  after  this  period  the 
final  decision  will  be  announced. 

Protests  should  be  sent  to  the  State  Director,  Bureau  of  Land  Management, 
2800  Cottage  Way,  Room  E-2841,  Sacramento,  CA  95825  within  the  same  30  day 
period.  Protests  should  provide  all  pertinent  information  concerning  the 
protest,  including:  name,  address,  telephone  number,  and  interest  of  the 
protesting  party;  copies  of  all  documentation  submitted  during  the  public 
involvement  process;  and  a  concise  statement  explaining  v^y  the  proposed 
plan  amendment  is  believed  to  be  wrong. 

Thank  you  for  your  participation  in  the  plan  aiiiendment  process. 

Sincerely, 


Gerald  E.  Hillier 
District  Manager 
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U.S.  D^>artment  of  the  Interior 
Rireau  of  Land  Management 
California  Desert  District 

County  of  San  Bernardino 

U.S.  Department  of  the  Air  Force 
Edwards  Air  Force  Base 
George  Air  Force  Base 

San  Bernardino 
Kern,  Los  Angeles 


The  Western  Mojave  Land  Tenure  Adjustnrent  (LEA)  project  addresses  the 
^S^Sf^J^.?"^  agencies:  the  Air  Force,  the  Bureau  of  land  Management 
1^1' ^J^f  ^^°^^  °^  ^^  Bernardino.  The  BIM  desires  to  consolidate  its 
ciieckerfDoard  landownership  pattern  in  several  areas  containing  sensitive 
r^ouroes.  The  County  w^d  like  to  be  able  to  guide  urban  developnent  in 
Oie  region  to  avoid  a  randan,  scattered  pattern  of  "leapfrxM"  develoanent 

Sb^i^^S  SSS.'^  "^  "^^   ^'^^  ^  ^^  ^  P-^-^  are?^in 

^1^  ^  ?^  °^J^^   agencies,  six  alternatives /apprmches  to  guidij«  the 
proDect  area's  long-term  landcwnership  pattern  and  agency  land  use 
^J^^^L   ^^'^  ^  No  Action  alternative,  were  analyzed  in  the  draft 
EIS/EIR.  A  seventh  project  alternative  was  developed  in  response  to  public 
^ments  reived  on  the  draft  EIS/EIR,  and  coi^titutes  thT^ency's  Snal 
^  !?^  alternative.  This  preferred  alternative,  if  approved,   will 
constitute  an  amendment  to  the  California  Desert  Plan. 


For  further  information  contact: 


Karla  Swanson 
Barstcw  Resource  Area 
Bureau  of  Land  Manageanent 
150  Coolwater  Lane 
Barstcw,  CA  92311 


STATE  DIRECTOR 
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EXECUTIVE  SUMHART 

INTRODUCTION 

The  final  environmental  impact  statement/environmental  impact  report 
(EIS/EIR)  for  the  Western  Mojave  Land  Tenure  Adjustment  ( LTA)  Project 
presents  the  final  preferred  plan  amendment  alternative  for  the  LTA 
Project.  The  preferred  alternative  has  been  modified  from  that  addressed 
in  the  draft  EIS/EIR  and  is  discussed  in  detail  in  this  document. 

The  LTA  Project  area  contains  2.8  million  acres,  potentially 
affecting  portions  of  San  Bernardino,  Kern,  and  Los  Angeles  counties. 
Within  the  project  area  approximately  350,000  acres  of  private  land  and 
public  lands  would  be  exchanged  in  a  voluntary,  value  for  value,  exchange 
program  in  the  final  proposal.  Public  lands  would  be  administered  by 
the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM)  for  multiple  use  management  including 
natural  resources  and  for  consistency  with  U.S.  Air  Force  airspace  uses. 
The  proposed  plan  amendment  would  identify  those  private  lands  to  be 
acquired  and  placed  in  BLM's  "limited"  multiple  use  classification  and 
also  identify  those  public  lands  to  be  "unclassified"  and  available  as 
the  selected  land  exchange  base  for  project  implementation.  A  second 
tier  environmental  and  value  analysis  would  be  performed  prior  to 
authorization  of  any  land  exchanges.  Private  lands  would  be  zoned  and 
used  according  to  the  affected  county  government  plans.  The  county  of 
San  Bernardino  would  consider  zoning  constraints  for  private  lands 
remaining  interspersed  with  public  lands  or  affecting  flight  areas. 

Implementation  of  this  project  would  be  subject  to  available 
funding . 

HOW  TO  USE  THIS  DOCUMENT 

The  focus  of  this  final  EIS/EIR  is  on  the  new  project 
proposal/preferred  plan  amendment  alternative.  The  document  presents  a 
complete,  comprehensive  description  of  the  final  proposal  in  Chapter  2. 
Portions  of  the  draft  EIS/EIR  have  not  been  reprinted.  This  document 
should  be  used  together  with  the  draft  EIS/EIR  to  get  a  full  description 
of  all  alternatives  and  their  potential  environmental  impacts. 

The  maps  in  the  draft  EIS/EIR  are  an  integral  part  of  the  project 
proposal.  They  have  not  been  reprinted  for  this  document.  A  map  of  the 
new  proposal  is  provided. 

The  Executive  Summary  of  the  draft  EIS/EIR  is  incorporated  by 
reference.  The  Summary  Table  of  Impacts  has  been  revised  and  is 
reprinted  for  clarity  and  to  show  comparison  between  all  alternatives 
including  the  new  project  proposal. 

Chapter  1  of  the  draft  EIS/EIR  is  not  reprinted  in  this  document. 
It  describes  the  purpose  and  need  for  the  project  and  associated  plan 
amendment  which  has  not  changed. 
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Chapter  2  has  not  been  reprinted  in  its  entirety.  For  a  description 
of  the  initial  six  alternatives  (I  through  VI),  the  reader  should  refer 
to  Chapter  2  of  the  draft  EIS/EIR.  In  this  document,  Chapter  2  contains 
a  complete  description  of  the  new  project  proposal/preferred  plan 
amendment.  The  final  project  proposal  responds  to  comments  received  from 
the  public,  specifically  those  concerning  habitat  requirements  of  the 
desert  tortoise.  In  addition,  the  critical  needs  of  George  Air  Force 
Base  Ingress/Egress  Corridor  were  redefined;  and  additional  public  land 
disposal  areas  were  identified.  The  final  proposal  contains  portions  of 
several  of  the  previously  defined  alternatives  (IV,  V,  and  VI.)  The 
final  project  proposal  remains  entirely  within  the  defined  LTA  project 
boundary. 

Chapter  3  (Affected  Environment)  has  not  been  reprinted.  A 
supplement  to  that  chapter  is  presented  in  this  document  to  correct  the 
omission  of  the  Western  Mojave  Saltbush  Research  Natural  Area  from  the 
draft  chapter.  For  a  description  of  the  complete  environment  potentially 
affected  by  this  project,  the  reader  should  refer  to  the  draft  EIS/EIR. 

Chapter  4  (Environmental  Consequences)  has  not  been  reprinted.  A 
supplement  to  that  chapter,  to  describe  in  detail  the  effects  of  the 
final  project  proposal  is  provided  in  this  document.  Note  that  the 
impacts  projected  in  this  supplement  fall  within  the  scope  of  those 
discussed  in  detail  in  the  draft  EIS/EIR. 

Chapter  5  of  the  draft  EIS/EIR  describes  the  Consultation  and 
Coordination  processes  for  draft  plan  amendment  EIS/EIR  analysis.  It  has 
not  been  reprinted,  however,  a  supplement  which  describes  additional 
public  consultation  and  coordination  occurring  since  issuance  of  the 
draft  EIS/EIR  is  contained  in  this  document. 

Chapter  6  is  a  new  chapter.  It  includes  the  Additions,  Corrections 
and  Deletions  which  are  minor  changes  to  the  sections  of  the  draft 
EIS/EIR  which  are  not  reprinted. 

Chapter  7  presents  comments  which  were  received  on  the  draft  EIS/EIR 
and  our  responses  to  them. 

The  appendices  A,  B,  and  C  are  incorporated  by  reference  from  the 
draft  EIS/EIR. 


LTA  iv  EIS/EIR 


SUMMARY  OF  IMPACTS  TABLE 
(This  table  replaces  the  Summary  of  Impacts  Table  on  pages  v  and  2-15  of  the  draft  EIS/EIR) 


™£t_l 


It  is  assumed  that  a  large  percentage  of  land  would  be  exchanged  under  all  alternatives  and 
Chat  private  land  remaining  in  consolidation  zones  would  be  managed  by  County  zoning.  It  is 
also  assumed  that  the  same  level  of  development  of  private  lands  would  occur  under  all 
alternatives . 


Air 


Continuum   of    Impacts 

Theae  resource  values  or  land  uses  would  be  similarly  affected  under  all  alternatii, 
Resources,  Water  Resources,  Utility  Corridors,  Noise,  Geology,  Soils,  Socioeconomics 
Agriculture,  T&E  Species,  Native  American  Values.  These  similar  impacts  range  from  slight  t' 
no    impact    aa    a    result   of    potential   decisions    to  be    reached    from    this    analysis. 

Other    potential    impacts    ace    displayed    below  and    ranked    according    to    relative    impact    level. 


Specific    Assumptions 


Most    Adverse    Impa 


Ability  to  Meet  Project  Needs:  Multiple  Agency  objectives  are  part  of  the  project  purpose  and 
need .  Existing  checkerboard  ownership  causes  acattered  development  with  threata  to  resource 
management  by  BLM,  airspace  use  by  the  Air  Force,  and  logical  and  orderly  development  of 
private  lands  as  overseen  by  the  County.  Consolidation  of  public  lands  through  exchange  for 
isolated   public   lands   reduces   these   threata. 


Protect  ion    of    Natural     Resources:        BLM 


. ,..     ... ^^.        _„.    „„.,„^ement    of    consolidated     lands     would     provide     better 

protection     for     natural     resources.        Development     on     intermingled     private     land     can     jeopardize 
natural   resources  by   limiting   the    protection   provided   by   BLM  management . 


Checkerboard    Ownership;    Scattered 
development;    Resource    Management 
Threatened;    County    Development 
uncontrolled . 


I, 


II, 


III, 


IV, 


Least    protection    for    wildlife    habitat, 
ACECs ,    WSA,    vegetation,    cultural, 
paleontological ,    visual    and   aesthetic 
resources . 


Host    Beneficial    Impact 


Consolidated  Ownership;  Community  Centered 
Development;  Resource  Management  Possible; 
County    Development    Controllable. 


Greatest    protection    for   wildlife   habitat, 
ACECs,    WSA,    vegetation,    cultural, 
paleontological,    visual    and    aesthetic 
resources. 


Protection  of   the   Air    Force   Mission: 


BLM 


anagement    of    consolidated    public    lands    would 


conflict    leas   with   the   Air   Force   use  of  airspace    than  privately-owned   and   developed    lands. 


I. 


II. 


IV, 


III 


VI. 


VII, 


Least   protection   for    the   Air    Force   Mission  Greatest   protection   for   the   Air   Force   Mission 

I,     II.  Ill,  VI,         IV,  VH,       V 


County    Ability    to    Manage    and     Direct    Development    of    Private     Lands:  It     is    easier    to    provide 

county    services    to    new   developments    near    existing    communitiea.    Where    private    lands    are 
intermingled    with   public    lands,    county   services    are    difficult    to    provide. 


Least    ability   of    County   to  manage    and 
direct  development  of   private    landa. 


Greatest    ability    of    County    to  direct    and 
manage   development    of    private    lands. 


Commodity    Production    from    Public     Land:       Scattered    public     lands    encourage 
and    livestock    grazing    to    occur    over    a    larger    area.       For    livestock    grazing 
lands    often    results    in    the    opportunity    to    use    adjacent    private     lands.        F( 
butioh  of   public    lands   allows   miners    to   explore   and  develop  i 


of    a    region.        In    additi 
allows    commodity    product 


the    "H"    claesif icatio 
more    than  does    "L". 


ses    such    aa    mining 

the    use    of    public 

mining    a     larger 

ny  different    areas 


for    retained    public    land/private    patterns 


Least  opportunity 
from  public  lands 
grazing). 


for    coromod  ity    produ 
(mining,    livestock 


Greatest   oppor tuni  ty    for    coramod  ity    producti 
(raining,    livestock    grazing). 


BLM  Ability  to  Manage:  A  consolidated  area  of  public  land  is  easier  to  manage  than  one 
interspersed  with  private  land  uses  and  users  that  cannot  be  controlled  by  BLM.  Private  land 
uses   and   users   often  create   adverse    impacts   to   adjacent    public    lands. 


Least    ability    of    BLM   to  manage    land    use 
and    natural    resources    on   public    lands. 


Greatest    ability    of    BLM   to   manage    land 
and    natural    resources   on    public    lands. 


Recreation  and  Public  Access;  Consolidation  of  public  lands  provides  easier  public  access. 
Interspersed  private  lands  may  have  fences  with  closed  or  locked  gates,  or  private  landowners 
may  use  other  means  to  control  or  discourage  access  across  their  property.  Public  recreation 
opportunities  such  as  camping,  hiking,  and  enjoyment  of  nature  are  better  served  under 
consolidation. 


Least    access    for    public    onto    public    lands. 
I,  II,  III,  IV, 


atest    access    for    public    onto    public    lands. 
VI,  VII,  V 


Fea 


ibility  of  Alternativ 


Voluntary  Exchange  Scena 


purpose  and  need  of  the  project  using  a  voluntar"y  exchange 
public  lands  to  be  dieposed  of  and  private  lands  to  be  acquire 
private  value  is  greater  than  public  value,  BLM  could  not  acqui 


in  the  consolidation  zones.   If  public  value  exceeds  private  value,  then  numerous  h 
manage  "unclassified"  landa  remain. 


achieve  objectives  set  in  the 
Lo,  the  approximate  values  of 
should  be  near  to  equal .  If 
sufficient  private  inhold  ings 
rd  to 


Private  Land  Values 
Greater  than  Public/ 


Public  Land 
Greater  tha 


to  Equal  Land  Value  3 


The  number  of  each  alternative  has  been  placed  in  its  relative  position  to 
with  those  on  the  left  indicating  a  more  adverse  impact  and  those  on  l 
beneficial  impact  when  using  the  specific  as  sumpt  ions  stated. 
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2.  PROPOSED  ACTION  AND  ALTERNATIVES 

2.4.7   ALTERNATIVE  VII  -  FINAL  PROJECT  PROPOSAL  (see  Fig.  2.7) 

Alternative  VII  was  developed  following  intensive  review  of 
previously  defined  alternatives  and  public  comments  received  on  the  draft 
EIS/EIR.  Changes  from  the  previous  proposed  action  (Alternative  VI) 
include:  an  additional  consolidation  area  around  Kramer  Hills  and  north 
of  Kramer  Junction;  additional  retention  areas  between  Kramer  Hills  and 
Iron  Mountain,  and  north  of  Barstow;  a  change  from  retention  to  disposal 
for  the  Quartzite  Mountain  area,  the  area  surrounding  Boron,  and  for  some 
of  the  wind  energy  generation  area  in  Kern  County.  A  change  in  the 
proposal  for  the  Ingress/Egress  Corridor  to  George  Air  Force  Base  was 
also  made.  Here  Accident  Potential  Zones  1  and  2,  an  area  3,000  feet 
wide  by  12,000  feet  long,  extending  from  the  end  of  the  north  runway 
would  be  consolidated  under  public  ownership  through  the  voluntary 
exchange  processes  common  to  the  entire  LTA  Project. 

This  alternative  includes  a  level  of  benefit  to  the  functions  of  all 
three  agencies  by  promoting  management  of  contiguous  areas  and  the 
resources  or  resource  values  of  concern.  Impacts  to  resource  values  from 
this  alternative  include:  loss  of  Mohave  vole  habitat;  loss  of  portions 
of  grazing  allotments;  and  loss  of  the  ability  to  expand  certain  mining 
operations  on  public  lands  that  would  be  transferred  to  private 
ownership. 

2.4.7.1  Landoiraership   Pattern 

Private  land  in  the  consolidation  zone  under  this  alternative 
totals  238,080  acres.  This  land  has  been  identified  as  priority  by  BLM 
and  DoD  for  resource  management  and  mission  protection,  and  has  been 
expanded  to  include  additional  acreage  to  protect  additional  desert 
tortoise  habitat.  A  total  of  70,965  acres  of  public  land  is  included  in 
the  retention  zone;  the  additional  acres  proposed  would  provide  further 
protection  for  desert  tortoise  habitat.  Disposal  lands  are  necessary  to 
provide  for  the  exchange  processes;  108,160  acres  are  included  in  the 
public    land   disposal   zones. 

2.4.7.2  Multiple   Dse   Classifications 

Public  land  in  the  consolidation  zone  (327,680  acres)  would  be 
designated  Class  L  to  minimize  future  conflicts  with  DoD  activities  and 
to  protect  natural  resources  and  resource  values  on  public  lands. 
(Section  3.5.1  in  the  draft  EIS/EIR  defines  multiple  use  land 
classifications.)  Public  land  in  the  retention  zone  (70,965  acres)  would 
remain  in  existing  classifications.  Land  in  the  disposal  zone  (108,160 
acres)  would  be  designated  as  unclassified. 

The  "unclassified"  designation  creates  a  disposal  base  for  land 
exchange  within  the  LTA  Project.  The  reader  should  be  aware  that  an 
"unclassified"  designation  may  make  those  public  lands  in  the  disposal 
zones  available  for  exchange  with  other  projects  if  determined  to  be  in 
the  public  interest,  under  BLM  regulations  concerning  land  exchanges. 
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2.4.7.3  Land  Use  Categories 

Private  land  in  the  consolidation  zone  (238,080  acres)  would  be 
considered  for  a  Rural  Conservation  designation  to  avoid  future  conflicts 
with  DoD  activities  or  with  BLM  management  objectives.  Most  of  this  land 
is  currently  within  the  Rural  Conservation  designation  (see  Figure  3.5  in 
the  draft  EIS/EIR).  The  County  of  San  Bernardino  would  consider  limiting 
development  of  private  lands  within  the  retention  zones  (56,960  acres)  to 
a  maximum  intensity  of  a  Rural  Living  classification;  currently  areas 
within  the  retention  zone  are  classified  for  Rural  Conservation  or  for 
Rural  Living.  No  change  in  land  use  category/county  zoning  would  be 
considered  in  the  disposal  zones  (108,160  acres)  solely  as  a  result  of 
the  LTA  Project.  (See  Section  3.5.2  in  the  draft  EIS/EIR  for  definitions 
of  land  use  categories.) 

2.4.7.4  Public  Health  and  Safety 

A  Safety-Noise  Overlay,  reflecting  the  criteria  depicted  in  Appendix 
C  (draft  EIS/EIR),  would  be  considered  for  the  consolidation  and 
retention  zones  within  the  supersonic/low  level  to  medium  level  flight 
and  ingress/egress  corridor  areas,  alerting  local  citizens  to  potential 
hazards  and  providing  a  basis  of  consideration  in  land  use  decision 
making.  Citizen  notification  of  potential  hazards  would  reduce  conflicts 
between  private  land  use  and  the  Air  Force  mission. 
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3.   AFFECTED  ENVIRONMENT 


3.5.1.7  Western  Mojave  Saltbush  Research  Natural  Area 

BLM  has  the  authority  to  designate  Research  Natural  Areas  (RNAs) 
under  43  CFR  8223.  These  Natural  Areas  are  established  and  maintained 
for  the  primary  purpose  of  research  and  education  because  the  lands 
possess  one  or  more  of  the  following  characteristics: 

1.  A  typical  representation  of  a  common  plant  or  animal 
association. 

2.  An  unusual  plant  or  animal  association. 

3.  A  threatened  or  endangered  plant  or  animal  species. 

4.  A  typical  representation  of  common  geologic,  soil,  or 
water  features. 

5.  Outstanding  or  unusual  geologic,  soil,  or  water  features. 

The  Western  Mojave  Saltbush  Research  Natural  Area  was  designated  as 
a  Special  Area  in  the  California  Desert  Plan.  This  designation  reflects 
the  interest  in  the  Western  Mojave  Saltbush  Unusual  Plant  Assemblage 
(UPA)  and  the  ecosystem  of  which  it  is  a  part.  Some  of  the  other  species 
of  interest  occurring  within  the  RNA  include:  desert  tortoise,  Mohave 
ground  squirrel,  and  the  Barstow  woolly  sunflower.  The  RNA  is  located 
north  of  Kramer  Junction,  east  of  Highway  395,  and  south  of  Fremont  Peak, 

The  goals  of  the  Special  Areas  Program  are  to: 

(1)  Recognize  significant  natural  and  cultural  resources 
found  on  BLM-administered  lands  in  the  California 
Desert  District; 

(2)  Provide  for  other  uses  in  the  designated  Special  Areas, 
compatible  with  the  protection  and  enhancement  of  the 
significant  natural  and  cultural  resources;  and, 

(3)  Systematically  monitor  the  qualities  of  the  significant 
natural  and  cultural  resources  on  BLM-administered 
lands  and  the  compatibility  of  other  allowed  uses  with 
these  resources. 

The  Western  Mojave  Saltbush  RNA  activity  plan  will  be  prepared  in 
FY  1989.  This  site-specific  activity  plan  will  establish  the  management 
directives  for  the  RNA.  These  directives  may  include  common  management 
objectives  with  habitat  and  ownership  of  intermingled  private  lands 
acquired  by  the  California  Department  of  Fish  and  Game. 
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4.  ENVIRONMENTAL  CONSEQUENCES 

4.7.   ALTERNATIVE  VII  (FINAL  PROJECT  PROPOSAL) 

4.7.1  RESOURCES  NOT  IMPACTED  BY  THE  ALTERNATIVE 

Resource  values  or  land  uses  eliminated  from  discussion  under 
Alternative  VII  include  those  eliminated  for  all  alternatives:  Native 
American  values,  threatened  and  endangered  plants,  utility  corridors  and 
access,  soils,  and  noise. 

4.7.2  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

Impacts  to  air  and  water  resources  would  only  result  if  the  land  is 
developed  by  the  private  landowner  following  an  exchange.  The  likelihood 
of  this  development  and  the  subsequent  impacts  of  that  action  is 
discussed  in  the  socioeconomic  section. 

Air  Resources 

Air  resources  in  the  project  area  are  currently  subjected  to 
degradation  by  localized  development.  Air  quality  degradation  also 
occurs  as  a  result  of  out  of  basin  import  (see  Section  3.2.1  of  the  draft 
EIS/EIR).  The  overall  effect  of  this  alternative  on  regional  air  quality 
is  expected  to  be  minimal  and  concentrated  in  the  Barstow/Victorvi  He  - 
1-15  corridor  areas  where  disposal  lands  are  present.  It  is  not 
anticipated  that  these  effects  would  significantly  exceed  those  which 
will  occur  under  any  alternative,  including  the  No  Action  alternative. 

Groundwater  Resources 

Alternative  VII  influences  private  land  development  to  occur  near 
community  centers  which  have  existing  but  limited  water  sources.  The 
counties  require  developers  to  insure  adequate  water  supplies  prior  to 
development  permit  authorizations.  While  new  development  anywhere  within 
the  project  area  could  create  additional  demands  on  the  limited  Mojave 
River  Aquifer,  Alternative  VII  encourages  development  in  logical  areas  of 
community  expansion  and  creates  the  opportunity  for  developers  to 
cooperate  in  importing  additional  water  supplies  (such  as  from  the 
California  Aqueduct). 

Surface  Water  Resources 

Surface  water  quality  could  be  degraded  by  additional  pollutant 
loads  to  local  drainages  in  Barstow  and/or  Victorville  if  development 
occurs  (see  Section  3.2.2.2).  These  increased  pollutant  and  discharge 
loads  are  subject  to  the  control  of  local,  state  and  federal  law  but 
could  be  anticipated  based  on  increases  in  domestic  water  uses 
(RES  and  RUL  areas)  and  an  accompanying  increase  in  run-off.  Additional 
run-off  would  occur  in  industrial  areas  ( IND)  and  commercial  (COM)  land 
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use  category  areas.  Protection  of  surface  water  quality  and  drainage 
channels  would  be  better  facilitated  by  the  logical  community  development 
offered  by  Alternative  VII. 

Paleoatological  Resources 

Consolidation  of  public  landholdings  would  facilitate  more  effective 
management  and  protection  of  paleontological  resources  because  of 
contiguous  ownership  of  public  lands.  Most  known  paleontological 
resources  are  included  in  consolidation  or  retention  zones  in  this 
alternative.  Some  presently  unidentified  paleontological  resources  may 
be  included  on  public  lands  in  the  disposal  zone  (see  Section  3.2.3  of 
the  draft  EIS/EIR).  Those  resources  would  be  protected  under  regulations 
and  procedures  noted  in  Section  1.3  of  the  draft  EIS/EIR. 

4.7.3   BIOLOGICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

Wildlife  Resources 

Alternative  VII  would  result  in  a  net  gain  of  all  desert  tortoise 
habitat  areas  of  approximately  (19j260  acres)  of  habitat  characterized  by 
historic  population  densities  of  100  or  more  per  square  mile.  Refer  to 
Figure  3.2  in  the  draft  EIS/EIR  for  population  density  areas  based  on 
pre-1980  data. 

Areas  1,  2,  and  3  on  Figure  3.2  display  historic  tortoise  densities 
greater  than  250  animals  per  square  mile.  Areas  1  and  2  would  lose 
public  lands  within  the  disposal  zone  in  Alternative  VII  because 
management  conflicts  on  these  highly  scattered  public  lands  are  not 
likely  to  be  resolvable.  Disposal  of  these  public  lands  through  exchange 
for  public  lands  containing  manageable  habitat  is  a  beneficial  tradeoff. 

Areas  4,  5,  6,  and  7  (Figure  3.2,  draft  EIS/EIR)  are  characterized 
by  tortoise  densities  between  100-250  tortoise  per  square  mile.  Area  4 
would  have  a  net  loss  of  public  lands  for  similar  reasons  as  Areas  1  and 
3  described  above.  Areas  5  and  6  would  have  a  net  gain  in  tortoise 
habitat  under  Alternative  VII.  Area  7  would  lose  habitat  in  developed 
areas  and  acquire  lands  with  better  management  potential. 

Addendums  to  Tables  4.1  and  4.2  (draft  EIR/EIR)  are  presented  below. 
A  new  table,  4. A,  is  provided  to  present  the  net  losses  or  increases  of 
tortoise  habitat  in  areas  with  densities  greater  than  100  tortoises  per 
square  mile  for  all  alternatives. 

Mohave  vole  habitat  would  be  retained  and  consolidated  near  Harper 
Lake,  but  a  loss  of  habitat  would  occur  with  disposal  of  habitat  on 
public  lands  along  the  Mojave  River.  The  Mohave  ground  squirrel  would 
retain  much  of  its  existing  habitat  in  the  consolidation  and  retention 
zones;  but  lose  a  small  portion  in  the  disposal  zones. 
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Plant    Resources 

Plant  species  of  concern  which  are  most  likely  to  be  affected  by  the 
LTA  Project  include  Er iophyl lum  mohavense ,  a  category  II  candidate 
species,  under  the  federal  Endangered  Species  Act  (ESA)  and  Sclerocactus 
polyancist rus ,  a  species  no  longer  under  review  for  ESA  listing.  For 
both  of  these  species,  Alternative  VII  would  place  the  most  viable 
populations  of  these  species,  within  the  LTA  Project  area,  into 
consolidation  zones.  Additional  populations  occur  in  retention  zones. 
Scattered  populations  of  Sclerocactus  polyancis trus  would  be  in  disposal 
zones.  Eriophy Hum  mohavense  also  occurs  on  currently  "unclassified" 
lands  south  of  Harper  Dry  Lake;  these  lands  would  continue  as 
"unclassified"   and    thus   be   available    for  disposal. 

Plant  populations  located  in  consolidation  or  retention  zones  would 
be  afforded  the  protection  associated  with  uniform  management  of  large, 
contiguous   areas. 

Site  specific  second  tier  field  studies  of  individual  land  parcels 
will  be  required  prior  to  disposal  of  public  lands.  Mitigation  measures 
may  be  required  for  the  populations  of  concern  to  lessen  the  impact  of 
these  losses  on  the  overall  populations  and  species  distribution  in  the 
Mojave    Desert. 

The  Western  Mohave  Saltbush  UPA  will  be  impacted  by  changes  in 
landownership  (see  Table  4.4  in  the  draft  EIS/EIR)  and  use.  Changes  in 
ownership  can  be  summarized  into  the  following  categories:  consolidation 
278,324  acres;  retention  46,864  acres,  and  54,374  acres  in  disposal 
zones.  Loss  of  the  acreage  in  the  disposal  zone  is  not  anticipated  to 
adversely    impact    the    UPA. 

4.7.4   HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 

Cultural  Resources 

In  the  proposed  alternative,  approximately  240  known  cultural 
resource  sites  would  be  located  on  public  lands  within  consolidation  and 
retention  zones,  an  increase  of  about  100  sites  over  the  existing 
condition.  The  estimated  known  site  figures  for  this  alternative  would  be 
as  follows:  public  -  247;  private/state  -  86;  and  unknown  -  7  (see 
Table  4.5  in  the  draft  EIS/EIR).  Changes  in  relative  percentages  of 
landownership  for  the  previously  identified  cultural  resource  polygons 
would  be  fairly  even,  with  a  slight  increase  toward  public  ownership 
of  lands  located  in  the  defined  polygon  areas.  Relative  percentages  of 
landownership  for  each  of  the  polygons  under  this  alternative  are  noted 
below  in  the  addendum  to  Table  4.6  (This  data  should  be  compared  with 
information  for  other  alternatives  in  Table  4.6  of  the  draft  EIR/EIR). 
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Addendum  to  Table  4»1 

TABLE  4.1   CHANGES  IN  OWNERSHIP  IN  AREAS  SUPPORTING 
MORE  THAN  250  DESERT  TORTOISE/ SQUARE  MILE 

PUBLIC  TO  PRIVATE  PRIVATE  TO  PUBLIC     TOTAL  LOSS/GAIN 

(ACRES)  (ACRES)  PUBLIC  LAND 

(ACRES) 

1        2        3        1        2        3         - 

3,100       0       20,800      0         640       0      -  23,260 

Addendum  to  Table  4.2 

TABLE  4.2   CHANGES  IN  OWNERSHIP  IN  AREAS  SUPPORTING 
100-250  DESERT  TORTOISE/ SQUARE  MILE 

PRIVATE  TO  PUBLIC    TOTAL  LOSS/GAIN 
(ACRES)  PUBLIC  LAND 

(ACRES) 

5        6       7 

52,640   2,320   16,400   +  42,520 


PUBLIC  TO  PRIVATE 

(ACRES) 

4 

5       6        7 

4 

6,040 

5,480    0     17,320 

0 

Table  4.  A 

Net  Gain  or  Loss  of  Desert  Tortoise 

Habitat  Having  Densities  Greater  Than  100  Desert  Tortoise 

Per  Square  Mile 


Net  Ga: 

Ln 

To 

Net 

Loss 

To 

Public 

Land 

Private  ] 

Land 

(acres) 

(i 

acres' 

) 

Alternative 

I 

0 

-  90 

,071 

II 

0 

-    6; 

,464 

III 

0 

-  18: 

,144 

IV 

0 

-  25. 

,600 

V 

67 

,776 

- 

-  - 

VI 

0 

-  19; 

,552 

VII 

19 

,260 

- 

-  - 
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Addendum  to  Table  4.6 

TABLE  4.6   RELATIVE  PERCENTAGE  CHANGE  IN  PRIVATE/ PUBLIC 
LANDOWNERSHIP  UNDER  THE  DEFINED  ALTERNATIVES  FOR  EACH  OF  THE 
BLM-IDENTIFIED  CULTURAL  RESOURCE  POLYGONS 


Polygon 

%  Private/Public 

Polygon  % 

Private/Pub  lie 

126 

0/100 

127 

0/100 

129 

0/100 

130 

0/100 

152 

100/0 

153 

100/0 

156 

0/100 

158 

0/100 

159 

0/100 

160 

0/100 

161 

0/100 

162 

0/100 

174A 

0/100 

174B 

0/100 

175 

30/70 

176 

20/80 

177 

0/100 

178 

0/100 

179 

90/10 

180 

100/0 

182 

100/0 

183 

- 

195 

100/0 

196 

90/10 

197 

100/0 
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The  large  size  of  the  consolidation  zone  would  greatly  increase  the 
potential  for  more  effective  management  of  cultural  resource  properties 
due  to  the  elimination  of  the  checkerboard  landownership  pattern  and 
dispersed  tracts  of  public  land.  Presently,  the  number  of  known  and 
potential  cultural  resource  sites  in  disposal  zones  is  unknown.  These 
resources  would  be  protected  under  regulations  and  procedures  as  noted  in 
Section  1.3  of  the  draft  EIS/EIR. 

Designation  consideration  of  private  lands  within  the  retention 
zones  as  Rural  Conservation  (RCN)  or  Rural  Living  (RL)  would  provide 
protection  for  cultural  resource  properties  located  on  these  lands. 
There  would  be  no  change  on  private  lands  in  the  disposal  zone  where 
existing  land  use  categories  would  continue. 

Protection  of  these  resources  is  based  on  regulations  and  procedures 
noted  in  Section  1.3  of  the  draft  EIS/EIR  and  on  the  dispersed  nature  of 
development  with  Rural  Conservation  and  Rural  Living  designations. 

Recreation  and  Public  Access 

Over  the  long-term,  access  to  recreation  opportunities  within 
consolidation  zones  would  improve  due  to  consolidation  of  public  lands 
and  subsequent  improvement  in  the  manageability  of  the  resources.  More 
restrictive  regulations  will  apply  to  ORV  uses  in  the  consolidation  zones 
that  are  changed  from  MUC  Class  M  to  MUC  Class  L  (181,760  acres). 
Specifically,  competitive  events  would  be  restricted  under  MUC  Class  L. 
These  restrictions  include  prohibition  of  pit,  start,  finish  and 
spectator  areas,  and  limit  ORV  events  to  approved  areas:  none  currently 
occur  within  the  LTA  Project  area.  Generally,  in  MUC  Class  M  areas  (see 
Figure  3.2,  page  3.40,  draft  EIS/EIR),  events  may  be  permitted  on 
existing  routes  of  travel  and  the  above  restrictions  do  not  apply. 
Consolidation  would  benefit  some  types  of  recreational  uses  by  improving 
future  recreational  access  in  both  MUC  Class  L  and  M  areas  due  to  reduced 
conflicts  with  private  landowners.  Also  under  Alternative  VII, 
additional  lands  would  be  within  the  retention  zone  when  compared  to 
previously  preferred  Alternative  VI.  This,  in  effect,  continues 
Class  M  in  70,965  acres  within  the  LTA  Project  area,  allowing  more 
vehicle-intensive  recreation. 

Visual   and   Aesthetic    Resources 

Alternative  VII  will  have  a  positive  effect  on  the  management  of 
visual  resources  in  the  project  area.  The  greater  the  extent  of 
contiguous  public  land  blocks,  the  more  positive  the  effect. 
Application  of  sound  visual  resource  management  techniques  is  best 
accomplished  with  large  blocks  of  land  under  single  ownership.  Lands  on 
three  sides  of  the  Rainbow  Basin  Area  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern 
(ACEC)  will  be  consolidated  into  public  ownership.  This  will  be  a 
positive   benefit    to   the   visual   resource   values    of   the   ACEC. 
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Socioeconomic  Resources 

Additional  lands  available  for  development  under  Alternative  VII  are 
similar  to  those  areas  available  under  Alternatives  III,  IV,  and  VI. 
With  the  inclusion  within  the  disposal  zone  of  most  of  the  area  between 
1-15  and  National  Trails  Highway  from  Barstow  to  Victorville,  there  is  a 
greater  opportunity  for  logical  community  development.  Recent  inquiries 
have  been  made  as  to  the  availability  of  some  of  these  public  lands, 
particularly  those  adjacent  to  1-15,  because  of  the  availability  of  good 
access  by  several  freeway  off-ramps.  Development  of  private  lands  in  the 
same  area  has  been  recently  promoted.  The  configuration  of  the  disposal 
zone  would  allow  most  efficient  development  of  private  land. 

4.7.5   LAND  USES  AND  PATTERNS 

Areas  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern 

Designation  of  Areas  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern  (ACECs) 
sought  to  include  all  public  lands  necessary  to  protect  specific 
ACEC  values.  Surrounding  lands  may  or  may  not  contribute  additionally 
to  ACEC  values,  but  acquisition  of  intermingled  private  lands  within  the 
boundary  generally  would  contribute  to  ACEC  values. 

Black  Mountain  ACEC  would  be  in  a  consolidation  zone  under 
Alternative  VII  and  completely  surrounded  by  public  land.  Consolidation 
would  benefit  the  resource  values  of  the  ACEC  versus  the  present 
condition  where  several  parcels  of  privately  held  land  abut  the  ACEC 
boundaries . 

Eriophy Hum  ACEC  would  be  entirely  within  a  consolidation  zone  under 
Alternative  VII.  Resource  values  would  be  afforded  protection  through 
consolidation  of  surrounding  public  lands. 

More  of  the  Harper  Dry  Lake  ACEC  is  in  a  consolidation  zone  under 
Alternative  VII  than  under  Alternative  VI.  One  boundary  abuts  a  proposed 
and  existing  disposal  zone  and  could  potentially  impact  some  resource 
values  of  the  ACEC.  Protection  of  the  resource  values  of  the  ACEC  would 
be  facilitated  by  public  land  management  on  three  of  four  boundaries  of 
the  ACEC. 

Kramer  Hills  ACEC  would  be  in  a  consolidation  zone  under  this 

alternative  and  surrounded  by  significant  holdings  of  public  land. 

Management  of  this  ACEC  within  a  consolidation  zone  would  facilitate 
protection  of  the  ACEC  resource  values. 

Rainbow  Basin  ACEC  would  be  in  a  consolidation  zone  although 
portions  of  its  boundaries  would  abut  a  retention  zone  where  ownership 
would  not  change.  Resource  values  would  be  subject  to  some  degradation 
in  areas  associated  with  private  holdings  in  the  retention  zones  as  with 
the  existing  situation.  Overall  resource  values  would  be  protected  by 
the  consolidation  zone  management. 
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Helendale  ACEC  would  be  in  a  specific  retention  zone  under 
Alternative  VII.  No  ACEC  properties  would  be  available  for  exchange. 
Adjacent  public  lands  would  be  within  the  disposal  zone.  Private  lands 
adjacent  to  the  ACEC  are  zoned  agricultural  (AGR)  and  Rural  Living  (RL). 
The  management  plan  for  this  ACEC  is  currently  being  written  and  will 
address  suitable  protection  measures  for  the  ACEC  values. 

Wilderness  Study  Area 

Black  Mountain  Wilderness  Study  Area  (WSA)  is  within  a  consolidation 
zone  for  this  alternative.  A  consolidation  zone  extends  several  miles 
from  the  boundaries  in  all  directions,  providing  protection  for  the 
resource  values  of  the  WSA.  Wilderness  values  would  not  be  impaired. 
Public  land  management  of  all  lands  within  the  WSA  boundaries  would 
enhance  protection  of  identified  wilderness  values. 

Western  Mojave  Saltbush  Research  Natural  Area 

The  Western  Mojave  Saltbush  Research  Natural  Area  ( RNA)  would 
benefit  by  consolidation  of  public  lands.  The  RNA  would  be  contained 
within  the  saltbush  Unusual  Plant  Assemblage  ( UPA) ,  previously  described 
in  Section  3.3.3.1  of  the  draft  EIS/EIR.  While  the  UPA  addresses  only 
vegetative  aspects,  the  RNA  is  a  specific  BLM  management  unit  and 
encompasses  plants,  animals,  and  other  aspects  of  the  unique  ecosystem 
for  which  it  was  designated.  Protection  of  the  resource  values  found  in 
the  RNA  would  be  facilitated  both  by  location  within  a  consolidation  zone 
and  by  the  presence  of  contiguous  areas  of  public  land. 

Range  and  Grazing  Resources 

Consolidation  of  the  public  and  private  lands  would  result  in  better 
grazing  management.   Primarily  this  would  come  through  better  control. 

This  alternative  would  place  all  of  the  public  land  in  the  Bissel 
and  Double  Mountain  allotments  in  the  disposal  zone  (e.g.  available  for 
trade  to  the  private  sector  (see  Table  4.15,  this  document).  Boron  sheep 
and  Antelope  Valley  allotments  would  lose  most  of  the  public  lands  within 
allotment  boundaries.  Lessees  that  strongly  depend  on  these  public  lands 
in  their  livestock  operations  would  be  detrimentally  impacted.  Fifty 
percent  or  more  of  the  public  land  on  the  Oak  Creek  allotment  would 
remain  in  the  retention  zone,  (present  management  and  ownership). 
Stoddard  Mountain  allotment  would  lose  45  percent  of  its  public  lands. 

Over  50  percent  of  the  public  lands  in  Harper  Dry  Lake,  Superior 
Valley,  Gravel  Hills,  Goldstone,  Monolith  Cantil,  and  Buckhorn  Canyon 
allotments  would  be  in  the  consolidation  zone  (private  land  to  be 
converted  to  public  land).  Consolidation  of  these  public  lands  would 
present  opportunities  for  more  effective  range  management  activities. 

Grazing  on  private  land  within  allotments  would  be  determined  by 
private  landowners  and  county  zoning  ordinances. 
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Public  land  in  the  LTA  Project  area  under  Alternative  VII  would 
increase  by  about  108,100  acres  and  1,441  AUMs .  The  Ridgecrest  Resource 
Area  would  gain  about  9,700  acres  and  lose  about  637  AUMs.  The  Barstow 
Resource  Area  would  gain  about  98,300  acres  and  2,078  AUMs.  Private  land 
gains    or    loses   would   be    the   opposite   of    the   public    land   changes. 

The  reader  is  referred  to  Table  4.10  in  the  draft  EIS/EIR  for 
comparison  values    for  other   alternatives. 

Most  of  the  grazing  allotments  adversely  affected  by  this 
alternative  have  Section  15  land  which  is  based  on  a  grazing  lease 
requiring  2-year  notices  to  terminate.  In  addition,  range  improvements 
invested  in  by  ranchers  would  be  purchased  from  the  rancher  at  fair 
market  value  prior  to  completing  any  land  exchange.  The  forage 
composition  of  the  vegetation  for  livestock  needs  to  be  evaluated  on 
those  allotments  in  which  there  are  large  acreages  in  public  or  private 
ownership  in  consolidation  or  disposal  zones  to  provide  a  basis  for 
management  plans  (see  Section  1.3).  Any  decision  to  allocate  AUMs  to 
livestock  grazing  when  private  land  is  acquired  (except  conversion  of 
private  leased  AUMs  to  public  leases  or  permits)  would  be  made  based  on  a 
separate  environmental  analysis  including  standard  opportunities  for 
public    involvement. 

The  portion  of  the  allotments  proposed  for  consolidation  has  a 
county  Rural  Conservation  (RC)  designation  under  the  San  Bernardino 
County  Plan.  An  RC  designation  has  a  maximum  density  of  40  acres  per 
residence  and  is  not  anticipated  to  result  in  allotment  access  problems. 
The  retention  zone  would  be  considered  for  a  maximum  density  of  Rural 
Living  (RL).  An  RL  designation  allows  housing  development  of  land 
parcels  as  small  as  2.5  acres,  potentially  obstructing  or  eliminating 
access  to  allotments  and  altering  forage  bases  that  may  have  been 
previously  accessible  on  private  lands.  The  disposal  zone  would  continue 
under   existing    land   use    categories.      (see   addendum   to   Table   4.10   below). 

Agricultural   Resources 

Changes  in  1 andowne r sh i p  and  subsequent  consideration  for 
designation  under  county  land  use  categories  could  result  in  impact  to 
availability  of  land  suitable  for  agricultural  development  within  the 
LTA.  Available  water  is  an  economic  prerequisite  for  agricultural 
operations.  Current  overdraft  of  the  Mojave  River  Aquifer  has  resulted 
in  a  county  restriction  against  additional  agricultural  development  based 
on  water  from  that  source  if  and  until  conflicts  are  resolved. 
Approximately  8,960  acres  of  public  land  identified  for  disposal  would  be 
within  the  San  Bernardino  County  agricultural  land  use  category  (see 
Table  4.8  in  the  draft  EIS/EIR).  Agricultural  uses  are  prohibited  on 
public    land    (except    livestock   grazing). 
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TABLE  4.15  GRAZING  VALUES  FOR  ALTERNATIVE  VII 


ALLOTMENT  ZONES'  LANDOWNERSHIP 

Federal      State      Private 
acres        acres        acres 
(1000s)    (1000s)    (1000s) 


ANIMAL   UNIT   MONTHS 
Federal      State      Private 
AUMs  AUMs  AUMs 


MUC 


LUC 


Harper      Dry      Lake 

C 

12.4 

- 

5.1 

462 

R 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

D 

3.7 

- 

2.1 

138 

Superior        Valley 

C 

110.7 

1.9 

34.8 

1484 

R 

21.1 

- 

11.0 

283 

D 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Gravel      Hills 

C 

115.1 

3.2 

102.4 

2698 

R 

- 

- 

- 

- 

D 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 


191 

L 

RC 

- 

- 

- 

78 

U 

CNT 

467 

L 

RC 

147 

M 

RL 

2400 


RC 


Shadow     Mountain     C  16.8 

R  6.6 

D  13.1 


6.0 

1176 

2.6 

460 

3.2 

921 

422 

- 

RC 

187 

M 

RL 

223 

U 

CNT 

Goldstone 

C 

2.6 

R 

- 

D 

- 

Stoddard   Mountain 

C 

32.4 

R 

15.8 

D 

39.5 

Buckhorn      Canyon 

C 

8.7 

R 

2.0 

D 

2.0 

Monolith   Cantil 

C 

19.2 

R 

- 

D 

- 

Boron   Sheep 

C 

3.4 

R 

- 

0 

8.0 

Bissel 

C 

_ 

R 

- 

D 

4.0 

Oak    Creek 

C 

_ 

R 

0.08 

D 

0.08 

Warren 

C 

_ 

R 

0.58 

D 

- 

Antelope    Valley 

C 

_ 

R 

.5 

D 

6.0 

Double    Mountain 

C 

_ 

R 

- 

D 

0.58 

165 


41 


RC 


.3 


6.4 

340 

3.9 

165 

11.1 

414 

1.4 

477 

.6 

112 

.6 

112 

24.5 

200 

2.1 

- 

3.9 

47 

23.7 

110 

308 


55 


37 
492 


238 

L 

RC 

40 

M 

RL 

117 

U 

CNT 

74 

L 

RC 

34 

M 

RL 

34 

U 

CNT 

255 

L 

RC 

22 

- 

CNT 

22 

U 

RC 

326 

u 

CNT 

U  CNT 


U  CNT 

U  CNT 


U  CNT 


32 


CNT 


1 


LTA  Zones:    C=Consolidat ion   Zones,    R=Retention   Zones,    D=Disposal    Zones 


In   the   consolidation   zone,    private   acres   and   AUMs   would   be    added    to   BLM  control.      In 
the   disposal    zone,    public    acres    and   AUMs   would   be   removed    from   BLM  control. 

AUMs  were  calculated  using  the  public  acreage  and  average  5-year  AUMs  to  determine 
acres  per  AUM  for  an  allotment.  The  percentage  of  public  land  was  used  in  each  zone 
to  calculate  the  acres  and  AUMs  for  each  allotment.  The  assumption  was  made  that 
private  land  would  be  grazed  similarly  to  public  land.  The  acres/AUM  calculation 
for  public  land  was  used  to  calculate  the  acres  and  AUMs  for  private  land  within 
each  allotment.  Calculating  AUMs  in  this  manner  assumes  that  the  vegetation  is 
similar  across  the  allotment  and  that  the  acres/AUM  can  reasonably  be  based  on  5- 
year   AUM  averages. 

Multiple    Use    Classification  on    Public    Land 
L   (Limited)      M   (Moderate)      U    (Unclassified) 

Land   Use    Categories    in    San   Bernardino   County 

RL   (Rural    Living)      RC   (Rural    Conservation)      CNT   (Continued    Existing   Uses) 
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Addendum  to  Table  4.10* 

TABLE  4.10   APPROXIMATE  CHANGES  TO  FEDERAL  ACREAGE 
AND  AUMS  ON  GRAZING  ALLOTMENT  BY  ALTERNATIVE 


Allotment  Acres  AUM 

(1,000s) 


Harper  Dry  Lake  1 .4  53 

Superior  Valley  34.8  466 

Gravel  Hills  102.4  2400 

Shadow   Mountain  -7.1  -497 

Goldstone  0.64  91 

Stoddard  Mountain  -33.1  -347 

Buckhorn  Canyon  -0.7  -38 

Monolith  Cantil  24.5  255 

Boron  Sheep  -4.1  -56 

Bissel  -4.0  -308 

Oak  Creek  -  0.08  -8 

Warren  0.0  0 

Antelope  Valley  -6.0  -488 

Double  Mountain  -0.58  -32 


Total  (Net)  108.1  1441 

Ridgecrest  Area  (Net)  9.7  -  637 

Barstow  Area  (Net)  98.3  2078 

*  These  increased  AUMs  may  or  may  not  be  allocated  to  livestock  grazing. 
If  private  land  within  consolidation  zones  is  currently  leased  for 
grazing,  the  same  number  of  AUMs  could  be  converted  to  the  public  grazing 
lease  or  permit  with  no  net  increase  in  grazing.  No  net  increase  in 
grazing  would  occur  without  separate  environmental  analysis  and  standard 
public  participation  opportunities. 
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Geology  and  Minerals 

Alternative  VII  would  result  in  several  historic  mining  exploration 
and  development  areas  being  placed  into  the  disposal  zone.  In  addition 
to  those  areas  identified  in  Alternative  VI,  the  area  near  Quartzite 
Mountain  is  in  a  disposal  zone.  Land  exchange  would  be  subject  to  prior 
rights  of  mining  claimants  (see  Section  1.3  in  the  draft  EIS/EIR).  This 
alternative  would  potentially  eliminate  three  county  borrow  sites  for 
road  repair  material. 

Consolidation  of  public  lands  over  areas  which  contain  mineral 
resources  potential  would  benefit  the  mining  industry.  The  benefit  is 
provided  by  facilitating  exploration  over  large  contiguous  areas  open  to 
exploration  and  development  under  federal  mining  laws.  Subject  to  valid, 
existing  rights,  which  would  not  be  taken  without  just  compensation, 
disposal  of  scattered  land  parcels  would  eliminate  some  areas  within  the 
LTA  Project  from  mining  under  federal  mining  laws. 

Military  Testing  and  Training  Requirements 

Military  testing  and  training  requirements  would  be  well  served  by 
this  alternative.  The  supersonic  corridor  would  be  in  a  consolidation 
zone  as  would  portions  of  the  ingress/egress  corridor  to  George  Air  Force 
Base.  The  immediate  area  surrounding  the  Precision  Impact  Range  Area 
(PIRA)  would  be  in  either  a  retention  or  consolidation  zone,  providing  a 
high  degree  of  protection  for  the  resources  required  to  complete  the  Air 
Force  mission  at  Edwards  Air  Force  Base.  Implementing  land  use  and  noise 
attenuation  guidelines  would  help  to  minimize  the  noise  and  accident 
hazards  associated  with  military  flying  activities. 
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5.   CONSULTATION  AND  COORDINATION 

5.3    PUBLIC  PARTICIPATION  BETWEEN  DRAFT  AND  FINAL  EIS/EIR 

Public  participation  during  the  period  between  issuance  of  the  draft 
EIS/EIR  and  preparation  of  the  final  EIS/EIR  was  accomplished  through 
public  meetings  ( Victorville :  September  22,  1987  and  Lancaster:  September 
23,  1987),  written  responses  to  the  draft  EIS/EIR  during  the  public 
comment  period,  and  additional  informal  meetings  with  representatives  of 
the  desert  tortoise  interest  groups,  San  Bernardino  County  Supervisor, 
George  Air  Force  Base,  and  the  Sierra  Club,  The  objectives  of  the  public 
comment  period  which  included  the  public  meetings  and  the  acceptance  of 
written  response  were  to  allow  all  members  of  the  affected  public  to 
express  their  concerns  for  the  record.  The  objectives  of  additional 
informal  meetings  with  other  specific  parties  were  to  allow  specific 
analysis  of  the  issues  of  major  controversy. 

Approximately  700  copies  of  the  draft  EIS/EIR  were  sent  out  for 
comment  to  the  agencies  and  organizations  listed  in  the  draft  EIS/EIR, 
and  to  individuals  who  requested  copies. 
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6.  ADDITIONS,  DELETIONS  AND  CORRECTIONS 


6.1   ADDITIONS,  DELETIONS  AND  CORRECTIONS 

Table  6.1  contains  the  additions,  deletions  and  corrections  to  the 
text  of  the  draft  EIS/EIR.  These  changes  are  based  on  comment  letters 
and  agency  review  of  the  draft  EIS/EIR  or  address  references  to  the  new 
Alternative  VII. 

In  the  table  below,  the  following  conventions  were  used:  (1).  bold 
type  indicates  wording  has  been  added;  (2).  double  parenthesis  ((....)) 
and  underlining  indicates  the  text  should  be  deleted  from  the  draft 
EIS/EIR.  Paragraphs  are  counted  from  the  first  complete  paragraph  on  each 
page  of  the  draft  EIS/EIR. 
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TABLE  6.1 

ADDITIONS,  DELETIONS  AND  CORRECTIONS 

Page   Paragraph   Line Change 

iv     2  7      ...  Concern  (ACECs),a  Research  Natural 

Area  (RNA),  and  a  Wilderness  Study  Area 


iv      3  Replace  paragraph  with: 

Alternative  VII  includes  a  level  of 
benefit  to  the  functions  of  all  three 
agencies  by  promoting  management  of 
contiguous  areas  and  the  resources  or 
resource  values  of  concern.  By 
reclassifying  and  consolidating  certain 
areas  within  the  project  area  in 
public  ownership,  resource  values 
such  as  habitat  for  desert  tortoise  and 
Mohave  ground  squirrel  would  be  afforded 
a  greater  level  of  protection  in  most  of 
their  usable  habitat.  Certain  other 
areas  with  limited  manageability  due  to 
increasing  intrusion  of  private 
developments  would  no  longer  be  afforded 
management  protection  by  ELM.  This  loss 
of  habitat  would  adversely  affect  the 
Mohave  vole  although  the  public  lands 
affected  are  only  a  small  portion  of  the 
total  available  vole  habitat  along  the 
Mojave  River.  A  beneficial  socioeconomic 
effect  would  accrue  over  time  to 
existing  community  centers.  Potential 
for  expansion  of  mining  activities  in 
certain  areas  would  decrease.  Loss  of 
portions  of  grazing  allotments  would 
occur.  BLM  management  would  help  to 
insure  that  the  military  airspace  areas 
in  the  LTA  Project  remain  usable  in  the 
future.  Residential  development  would 
occur  away  from  the  existing  airspace 
use  areas  and  closer  to  existing 
development  and  associated  services, 
resulting  in  more  logical  development 
for  county  management  and  a  net 
improvement  in  protection  of  private 
citizens  health  and  safety.  Conflicts 
between  land  and  airspace  uses  would  be 
reduced.  With  the  exception  of  mining, 
livestock  grazing,  and  loss  of  some 
Mohave  vole  habitat,  there  would  result 
an  overall  positive  benefit  to  the  human 
environment. 
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Page   Paragraph   Line Change 

1-1     5  7     All  references  to  the  super  sonic/ low 

level  flight  corridor  here  and  elsewhere 
in  this  document  should  indicate  a  low 
to  medium  altitude  supersonic  corridor. 

1-3    Fig*  1»1         Some  unrelated  land  exchanges  have 

occurred  within  the  project  area  which 
have  changed  the  ownership  of  some  of 
the  land  shown  on  this  and  every  other 
mapped  figure  in  the  draft  document. 
Specifically,  the  public  lands  within 
Sections  27,  28,  32,  34  &  35,  T.  9  N., 
R.  4  W.,  and  Sections  3  &  4,  T.  8  N.,  R. 
4  W.  ,  SBBM  are  now  privately  owned 
lands.  Also,  all  maps  should  reflect 
"Desert  Tortoise  Research  Natural  Area". 

1-4     Fig.   1.2        Correct  Title  of  Figure  to  LTA  Project  - 

Affected  Flight  Areas 

1-9    4  Replace  first  sentence.    Parcels 

encumbered  with  unpatented  mining  claims 
will  be  addressed  on  a  case  by  case 
basis.  If  those  parcels  are  exchanged, 
the  exchange  will  be  done  only  after 
recognizing  any  valid  existing  rights 
the  mining  claimants  may  have. 

2-1    5  3     Add:   (.   .  Wilderness   Study  Area, 

Research  Natural  Area)  .  . 

2-11    2      2.4.6     Delete  ((-  PROPOSED  ACTION)) 

2-11    4  2     Add:  conflicts  with  DoD  activities  and 

improve  manageability  of  sensitive 
resource  values  (see  .  .  . 

2-11    5  3,5    Add:    with  DoD  activities    and  with 

public  land  management  objectives. 

2-14  Add:  Description  of  Alternative  VII 

printed  in  text  of  final  EIS/EIR. 

2-15  ((Delete  table  2.2)).   Replace  with 

final  EIS/EIR  executive  summary. 

3-9    3  13    Delete  last  sentence.   Replace  with: 

The  California  State  Water  Resources 
Control  Board  has  completed  its  review 
(June  16,  1988)  of  water  availability  in 
the  Mojave  River  Basin  and  has  concluded 
that  there  is  a  significant  overdraft  of 
water  in  the  Basin. 
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Page      Paragraph      Line Change 

3-9  5  4  This    ((would   be))    is  amplified   by. 

3-10        1  Information  based   on  data   and    interviews 

with  agency  personnel  conducted  by 
contractor  during  1986  (USDI-BLM,  1980b, 
Barto,   et.al.,    1986) 

3-10        4  5  Replace     last     sentence.        Freaont     and 

Buckthorn  washes  are  associated  with 
floodplains . 

3-10        6  5  Replace   ((environmental   documents))    with 

tiered   analyses. 

3-15        4  2  Replace    ((and    have    been    sighted    or 

reside  in))  with  and  potential  habitat 
is   available   within   the   study  area. 

3-15        5  7  Add:      .    .    for  bald   eagle,    although   there 

have  been  no  docuaented  occurrences 
here. 

3-17        2  4  Add   new  sentence    to   end    of   paragraph: 

(Figure  3.2  is  based  on  data  available 
in  1978.  No  more  recent  data  on 
tortoise  densities  area  wide  is 
available.) 

3-17        3  1  Add    to   beginning   of    first    sentence: 

Throughout  its  entire  range,  desert 
tortoise  consume   green   annuals    .    . 

3-17        4  Add   at   end    of   paragraph: 

(Opuntia    treleasei    does    not 

occur    within    the    boundaries    of    the    LTA 

project   area.) 

3-18   3  4     Delete:  .  .valleys;  ( (an) )  elevations,  . 

3-19   Fig.  3.2         In  Map  legend,  1-7  Map  reference  numbers 

should  refer  to  Tables  4.1  and  4.2.  The 
designation  of  crucial  tortoise  habitat 
should  indicate  an  area  for  development 
of  a  desert  tortoise  habitat  management 
plan. 

3-23   4  Add  new  paragraph  to  follow  paragraph  4: 

The  special  nature  of  this  unusual  plant 
assemblage  and  the  ecosystem  to  %ihich  it 
belongs  was  recognized  in  the  California 
Desert  Conservation  Area  Plan  (1980) 
which  designated  a  Western  Mojave 
Saltbush  Research  Natural  Area  (RNA)  of 
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Page   Paragraph   Line Change 

approximately  a  square  township  in  size. 

(See  3.5.1.7  in  the  Final  EIS/EIR.) 

3-24         1  5  Add    to    end    of    last    sentence: 

and    includes   species    present    in  or  near 
the   LTA  project   area. 

3-39        Fig.    3.3  The    noise     contours     for    George     AFB     are 

currently  being   revised. 

3-39        Fig.    3.3  Add    to    Note    in    legend:       The    contours    as 

depicted  over  the  Supersonic  corridor 
are  projected  supersonic  noise  contours 
only. 

3-43        4  See    new   section    3.5.1.7    printed    in    text 

of    final    EIS/EIR. 

3-53         Figure    3.7  The     legend     title    of    this     figure     should 

read  :  Barstow  R.  A.  and  Ridgecrest  R. 
A.    Grazing  Allotment   Legend. 

The  map  of  livestock  grazing  allotments 
is  unclear.  Allotment  #2  only  contains 
those  public  lands  in  Sec.  24,  T.  11  N., 
R.  15  E.,  SBBM  and  allotment  y/3  only 
contains  those  public  lands  within  Sec. 
22,  T.  11  N.,  R.  14  E.,  SBBM.  Allotment 
1  contains  the  remainder  of  the 
highlighted  sections  to  the  south  of 
allotments   ih    2   and   3. 

Allotment  labeled  as  11  should  be  Number 
12.  The  Buckhorn  Canyon  Allotment  (No. 
11)  is  located  in  the  following 
townships,  ranges  and  sections  on  the 
Victorville,  California  quadrangle  map: 
T.8N.,  R.5W.  Sec.  14,  23,  24,  26-35  and 
T.7N.,  R.5W.  Sec.  2-6,  8,  10-15  and 
parts   of   22,    23,    26,    and   35. 

3-58        4  Add     New     Paragraph:         Under     the     1872 

Mining  Law,  citizens  have  the  right  to 
enter  the  public  lands  and  prospect  for, 
extract,  sell,  and  patent  the  locatable 
minerals.  On  private  land,  this  right 
does  not  exist;  therefore,  the  miner/ 
operator  is  subject  to  the  owners 
permission  and  normally,  royalty 
payments  before  minerals  can  be  removed. 
The  same  would  apply  to  leasable 
minerals  such  as  oil  or  gas  and  salable 
minerals    such   as    sand    and    gravel    unless 
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Page   Paragraph   Line Change 

these  minerals  were  reserved  to  the  U.S. 

3-58    6  4     Add  new  sentence:  Other  sources  include 

Kramer  Hills,  Goldstone,  and  Quartzite 
Mountain. 

3-58    7  4     Add  new  sentence:  Other  explorations 

occur  area  wide. 

3-59    2  Insert  new  paragraph  following  para.  3: 

Also  within  the  project  area,  the  State 
of  California  Transportation  Department 
(Cal-Trans)  operates  two  materials  pits 
on  public  lands. 

3-59    6  3     Add  to  end  of  paragraph: 

The  relative  value  of  wind  energy  is 

dependent  on  price  and  availability  of 

alternative  energy  sources  such  as 

petroleum  products.   Recent  declines  in 

the  price  of  oil  have  resulted  in 
decreased  interest  in  new  wind  energy 
development  at  this  time  (1988). 

3-60    3  Delete  paragraph  3.  There  is  no  current, 

existing  problem  with  known  powerline 
towers  and  the  existing  flight  uses. 

4-1     1  1      Change  first  sentence  to  read:  ...pages 

describe  the  effects  that  would  occur 
with  full  implementation  of  each  of  the 
alternatives. 

4-1     1  2     Add  a  second  and  third  sentence  to  para: 

The  level  of  actual  implementation  will 
be  dependent  on  the  number  of  voluntary 
exchange  transactions  that  occur  (for 
Alts.  II-  VII)  or  exchange  or  sale 
transactions  that  occur  within  existing 
disposal  zones  (Alt.  I).  It  is 
anticipated  that  levels  of  actual 
impacts  would  be  less  than  discussed  in 
this  chapter  because  100  percent 
implementation  is  unlikely  to  occur. 
The  100  percent  analysis  is  offered, 
however,  as  a  full  disclosure  of 
potential  impacts. 

4-1     2  Add :   No  wild  and  scenic  rivers  or  prime 

and  unique  farmlands  are  present  in  or 
near  the  project  area  and  thus  would  not 
be  affected  by  the  project. 
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Page      Paragraph      Line Change 

4-1  2  To    assist     in    analysis    of     the     potential 

impacts  of  any  of  the  alternatives 
discussed,  use  the  following  information 
to  guide  you  throughout  this  chapter. 
Add  new  paragraph  to  follow  paragraph  2: 
To  aid  in  disclosure  of  cumulative 
impacts  and  comparison  of  the  No  Action 
alternative  (I)  to  the  other 
alternatives  (II-VII),  the  following 
enviroamental  consequences  currently 
affect  the  project  area.  These  impacts 
include:  regional  declining  air  quality 
both  in  terms  of  particulate  matter  and 
toxins.  Regional  depletion  of  existing 
water  sources  for  surface  and 
groundwater.  Regional  increases  in 
socioeconomic  values  as  local 
conmunities  are  affected  by  substantial 
growth.  Wildlife  habitat  is  being 
adversely  affected  regionwide  by  growth 
of  communities  and  development  on 
private  lands.  Specific  to  desert 
tortoise  populations  and  habitats,  a 
substantial  decline  in  both  has  occurred 
in  the  last  ten  years  due  to  multiple 
causes.  Conversely,  additional  desert 
tortoise  habitat  protection  measures 
have  been  implemented  northwest  of  the 
project  area  through  management  of  the 
desert  tortoise  RNA.  Development  of  the 
LOZ  International  solar  facility  near 
Boron  destroyed  habitat  for  the  desert 
tortoise/Hohave  ground  squirrel/Barstow 
woolly  sunflower.  Mitigation  in  the  form 
of  replacement  habitat  and  requisite 
habitat  management  is  underway  to 
counter   these    impacts. 

The  following  discussion  of  impacts 
discloses  environmental  consequences 
specific    to  each   alternative. 


4-1  4  Delete     ((     air     resources,     ground     and 

surface   water   resources)). 

4-1    4  Add  to  paragraph,  at  end:  ...WSA 

Existing  regional  occupancy  and  growth 
would  continue  to  affect  regional  air 
quality  and  continue  to  place  extra 
demands  on  the  Mojave  River  aquifer. 
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4-1  5  Add    section   for:   Air   and   Water   Quality: 

Some  development  of  private  lands  would 
occur  within  the  project  area  under  the 
no  action  alternative  (and  under  any  of 
the  other  alternatives  discussed). 
Development  of  these  private  lands  would 
increase  demands  on  the  finite  water 
supply  of  the  region  and,  depending  on 
the  types  of  development,  could  also 
impact  air  quality  to  a  slight  degree. 
Impacts  to  water  quality  or  quantity  or 
to  air  quality  from  the  No  Action 
alternative  are  not  anticipated  to  be 
significant . 

4-2  1  6  Insert    at   end   of    first   para:    ...    3.3.2). 

In  most  cases,  the  development  of 
private  land  increases  the  adverse 
impact  of  human  activities  to  wildlife 
habitat  on  adjacent  public  lands. 
Occasionally,  the  intermingled  land 
pattern  effectively  excludes  develofwnent 
of  private  land,  creating  a  larger 
habitat  area  effectively  under 
management.  Interest      in     private 

development  of  intermingled  lands  in  the 
Western     Mojave      Desert  has     been 

increasing. 

4-2  3  20  .      .      .presently    uncontrolled     except     by 

existing  county  zoning  which  may  be 
subject   to   change.      Continuation.    .    . 

4-3    Tables    4.1    and    4.2    Footnoted    acreage    figures     for    areas     1-7 

should  read  as  follows:  Total  Acres 
Public/Private.  1         -         39,241 

3,100/36,141.  2  -  5,985  5,345/640  3  - 
48,263  23,863/24,400.  4  -  43,921 
5,840/38,081.  5  -  125,342  58,382/66,960. 
6  -  29,750  21,790/7,960.  7.  107,962 
62,122/45,840. 

4-5  1  The     Mojave     Saltbush     Unusual     Plant 

Assemblage  ((will))  would  not  be 
directly  affected  by  this  alternative. 
However,  the  497*800  acres  located 
within  the  project  area  occurs  over  the 
checkerboard  land  pattern  and  could  be 
adversely  impacted  if  development  of 
private   land   occurs. 

4-6  Table      4.4  Data   for   Alternative    VII    is   presented    in 

Section     4.7.3      of      this      document. 
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Comparisons  should  be  made  between  that 
data  and  the  data  for  other  alternatives 
presented    in      Table   4.4   of    the   draft. 

4-6  Table      4.5  Data    for   Alternative    VII   is    presented    in 

Section  4,7,4  of  this  document. 
Comparisons  should  be  made  between  that 
data  and  the  data  for  other  alternatives 
presented    in   Table  4.5   of   the   draft, 

4-7  Table      4.6  Data    for   Alternative    VII   is    presented    in 

Section  4.7.4  of  this  document. 
Comparisons  should  be  made  between  that 
data  and  the  data  for  other  alternatives 
presented    in   Table  4.6   of   the  draft, 

4-9  1  4  ,     ,     ,     is    not    ((possible))     as    easily 

achievable  where  public  and  private 
lands      are      interspersed.  Delete 

remainder  of   sentence. 

4-9  1  6  Instead,    sporadic    growth    ((patterns    are 

encouraged))    occurs. 

4-9  3  Add    section: 

Western  Hojave  Saltbush  Research  Natural 
Area:  Lands  important  to  the  efficient 
management  of  this  RNA  which  are 
currently  in  private  ownership  would  not 
be  consolidated  under  public  management 
under      this      alternative. 

4-16        6  3  ...    on    the    Gravel     Hills,     Goldstone, 

and ... 

4-16        6  5  ...     on     the     Superior     Valley,      Shadow 

Mountain,  Stoddard  Mountain  and  Boron 
allotments ... 

4-16        6  6  ( (reminder) )      should     be :     remainder     would     be 

unclassified    . . . 

4-17        Table      4.9  Under    the    Gravel        Hills       Allotment     for 

State  acres  add  1.3  acres  in 
consolidation,  and  1.9  acres  in  the 
retention  zone.  For  State  AUMs :  add  3.0 
in  consolidation  and  4.5  in  retention. 
Delete  ( ( RL  and  L) )  designations  from 
the   MUC  and   LUC  columns. 

4-18        Table     4.10  For    comparison    purposes,     the    numbers 

presented  under  Alternative  I  should  be 
considered     to     be     a     reflection     of 
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existing  conditions.  Alternatives  with 
(+)  or  (-)  values  should  be  read  as 
increases  or  decreases  above  or  below 
existing  conditions. 

4-27  Table     4.11  Under    the    Gravel    Hills    allotment,    State 

AUMs  should  be  61  for  consolidation  and 
15  for  retention.  The  question  marks 
(?)  under  private  landownership  for  the 
Bissel  allotment  and  the  remainder  of 
the   allotments    should   be  dashes    (-) . 

4-35        Table  4.12  Under     the     Stoddard     Mountain    allotment, 

the  state  acreage  should  be  .3  and  the 
state  AUMs    should   be    3. 

4-41        Table  4.13  Under    the    Gravel    Hills    allotment,    state 

AUMs  should  be  75.  Under  the  Stoddard 
Mountain  allotment,  state  acreage  should 
be    .3   and   AUMs    should   be   3. 

4-49        Table  4.14  Under     the     Stoddard    Mountain    allotment, 

state  acres  should  be  .3  and  AUMs  should 
be  3  for  retention  zones.  Under 
Buckhorn  Canyon  allotment,  the  LUC  for 
consolidation  should  be  RC  and  for 
disposal    CNT. 

4-52        2  Add : Fragmented    areas    of    habitat    do    not 

serve  the  best  interests  of  the  desert 
tortoise.  Large  contiguous  acreages  are 
most  beneficial    for   tortoise  management. 

5-9  7  Add     to    list    of    contributors     for     the 

Bureau  of    Land   Management: 

Karla  R.H.  Swanson  -  Barstow  Resource 
Area. 

Add  to  list  of  contributors  for  the  Air 
Force  : 

Robert    Johnstone,    Edwards    Air    Force 
Base. 

B-2  Barto,    R. ,    V.    Harris,    S.    Heule,    G.    Ifoss, 

T.Doson,  and  J.  Moss,  1986.  Ground 
Water  Study  for  the  Newberry  Springs 
Area:  Agreement  No.  80-67.  Ron  Barto 
and  Association  for  San  Bernardino 
County.      100  pp. 
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7.  COMMENTS  AND  RESPONSES 


7.0  INTRODUCTION 

This  section  is  divided  into  two  parts:  (1)  comments  summarized  from 
the  two  public  meetings,  and  (2)  comment  letters  and  responses. 

The  responses  to  comments  fall  into  three  general  categories.  Some 
comments  required  a  clarification  of  the  information  in  the  draft 
EIS/EIR.  These  are  found  in  the  response  to  the  individual  comment. 
Other  responses  required  minor  changes  in  the  text  of  the  draft  EIS/EIR. 
These  changes  are  found  in  the  Additions,  Corrections  and  Deletions. 
Still  other  changes  resulted  in  the  final  project  proposal.  These 
changes  are  found  under  Alternative  VII  in  Chapter  2  of  this  final 
EIS/EIR. 

7.1  SUMMARY  OF  COMMENTS  FROM  PUBLIC  MEETINGS 

Two  public  meetings  were  held  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  specific 
comments  on  the  draft  EIS/EIR.  A  public  meeting  was  held  in  Victorville, 
California,  on  September  22,  1987.  Approximately  15  people  attended. 
Three  (3)  persons  registered  to  present  comments  at  this  public  input 
session.  Mr.  George  Byers,  representing  Southern  Pacific  Land  Company 
and  Santa  Fe  Pacific  Minerals  Corporation  spoke  regarding  land  exchanges 
and  the  lack  of  sufficient  land  base  to  accomplish  all  exchanges  now 
being  contemplated  in  the  California  Desert.  A  copy  of  Mr.  Byers 
comments  were  also  submitted  in  a  comment  letter,  see  letter  and  response 
No.  4  which  follows.  Mr.  Leon  Keding,  a  planning  consultant  spoke  on  the 
length  of  time  the  LTA  project  has  been  active.  Mr.  Keding  expressed 
concern  regarding  the  length  of  time  necessary  to  complete  all  of  the 
legal  requirements  for  the  LTA  so  that  land  can  actually  be  exchanged  but 
had  no  comments  on  the  environmental  analysis.  Mr.  Billy  Mitchell,  a 
cattleman  in  the  area,  spoke  regarding  land  exchanges  and  the  effect  they 
may  have  on  established  landowners  but  also  had  no  comment  on  the 
environmental  document.  A  second  public  meeting  was  held  in  Lancaster, 
California  on  September  23,  1987.  This  meeting  was  attended  by 
approximately  35  people.  No  official  comments  on  the  draft  EIS/EIR  were 
received  at  this  meeting:  only  informal  questions  and  answers  on  the 
nature  of  the  proposal  were  heard.  Transcripts  of  these  meetings  are 
available  at  the  BLM  Barstow  Resource  Area  office. 

7.2  COMMENT  LETTERS 

Comment  letters  were  received  from  25  individuals  and  organizations 
(Table  7.1).  Each  letter  was  assigned  a  reference  number  (1-25)  for  use 
in  responding  to  comments  (Table  7.2).  Each  letter  was  divided  into  its 
major  points  and  each  point  was  assigned  a  number.  Each  comment  will  be 
referenced  by  a  two  number  code.  The  first  number  refers  to  the  letter; 
the  second  number  refers  to  the  point  within  the  letter  (e.g.,  10-3). 
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TABLE    7.1 
LIST  OF   COMMENTORS 

Assigned  Number  Commentor 

(in  order   of   receipt) 

1  Fred  Sabatino 

2  Kern  County/Randall  Abbott 

3  San  Bernardino  County/Robert  Corchero 

4  Southern  Pacific/Santa  Fe  Minerals/George  Beyers 

5  U.S. D.I. /Bureau  of  Mines 

6  State  of  California/Governor's  Office 

7  State  of  California/  Resource  Agency 

8  State  of  California/Department  of  Fish  and  Game 

9  City   of  Los  Angles/Department  of   Water   and  Power 

10  Desert  Tortoise  Preserve  Committee , Inc . 

11  City  of  California  City 

12  Ronald  A.  Henry 

13  Friends  of  the  Trail/Jerry  Counts 

14  California  Native  Plant  Society 

15  Sierra  Club,  San  Diego  Chapter 

16  U.S.  Borax/William  Pennell 

17  California  Native  Plant  Society,  Bristlecone  Chapter 

18  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 

19  Desert  Tortoise  Council/Dr.  Glenn  Stewart 

20  Desert  Tortoise  Preserve  Committee/George  Moncsko 

21  Mary  Ann  Henry 

22  Southern  California  Edison/D.L.  Miller 

23  Defenders  of  Wildlife/Richard  Spotts 

24  Department  of  the  Army/Corps  of  Engineers 

25  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
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COMMENT   LETTERS   AND   RESPONSES 
TABLE    7.2 
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